
Regeneration and Public Protection Scrutiny Committee  
Work Programme Descriptors 2018/19 

(The Work Programme is reviewed at each meeting and as such is subject to change) 

As per the WAO scrutiny forward work programmes should: provide a clear rationale for topic selection; be more outcome focussed; ensure that the method of scrutiny is best suited to the topic area and the 
outcome desired; align scrutiny programmes with the council’s performance management, self-evaluation and improvement arrangements. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Date / Timing Overarching Item Officer & 
Cabinet 
Member  

Scrutiny Focus  

5
th

 June 2018 

Scrutiny 
Committee Work 

Programme 

Cllr Geraint 
Thomas / Alyn 
Owen / Chris 
Long / Steve 

Peters 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - The Committee to discuss the draft work programme as prepared by the 
Task and Finish Group 
 

Post-16 Home to 
School Transport – 
Post Consultation 

Cllr Geraint 
Thomas /  

Alyn Owen / 
Paul Lewis 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Post-16 transport is discretionary.  The Transport Section is responsible for 
ensuring value for money; whilst the Education Department od responsible for the policy.  This 
report will provide Scrutiny Members with an update on the recent public consultation findings.  
Members are asked to note and debate the report’s content and to scrutinise the approach taken 
which has led to the identification of a preferred option amongst the 5 options listed within the 
body of the report. 

17
th

 July 2018 

Cyfarthfa Heritage 
Area 

Alyn Owen / 
Chris Long / Zoe 

Thomas 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - The Scrutiny Committee will receive a report on developments linked to 
the Cyfarthfa Heritage Area and the relationship with the Leisure Trust in ensuring the asset if 
effectively managed following the significant investment in the Heritage Area.  Officers will also 
offer Elected Members an update on the recent Design Commission Wales report and the 
Council’s involvement with this at this stage. 

11
th

 September 
2018 

Homelessness & 
Homelessness 

Prevention 
Strategy - Progress 

Update 

Cllr Geraint 
Thomas / Alyn 
Owen / Steve 
Peters / Julian 

Pike 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Part 2 of the Housing (Wales) Act 2014 places a statutory requirement on 
every Local Council to produce a Homelessness Prevention Strategy that must be consulted upon; 
formulated and adopted by December 2018.  Officers will provide Elected Members with a 
progress update on the ongoing development of this Homelessness Prevention strategy and seek 
Members input on this. 
 

30
th

 October 
2018 

Homelessness & 
Homelessness 

Prevention 
Strategy - Progress 

Update 

Alyn Owen / 
Steve Peters / 

Julian Pike 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Part 2 of the Housing (Wales) Act 2014 places a statutory requirement on 
every Local Council to produce a Homelessness Prevention Strategy that must be consulted upon; 
formulated and adopted by December 2018.  Officers will provide Elected Members with a 
progress update on the ongoing development of this Homelessness Prevention strategy and seek 
Members input on this. 
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(As the Crime & 
Disorder 

Committee) 
 

Violent Crime: 
Violence Against 
Women & Girls 

Alyn Owen / 
Steve Peters / 

Ryan Evans 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Violence against Women and Girls was found to be a key priority within 
the community safety needs assessment.  Members will be offered an overview of violent crime in 
general, with a specific focus on Violence Against Women and Girls. 
 

27
th

 November 
2018 
 
 
 

 

Economic Growth 
Strategy & 
Partnership 

Cllr Geraint 
Thomas /  

Alyn Owen / 
Chris Long  

 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - The Committee will receive a progress update on the Economic Growth 
Partnership’s activities and the development of the Economic Growth Strategy and accompanying 
Delivery Plan.  
 

Air Quality 
Management 
Action Plan – 

Progress Update 

Alyn Owen / 
Steve Peters / 

Susan Gow 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Following the declaration of an Air Quality Management Area around 
Twynyrodyn Road, Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council is required to undertake formal public 
consultation to consider feedback against 3 options.  The Committee are requested to scrutinise 
the consultation process and feedback received from this public consultation and Elected 
Members will further support the development of the required Air Quality Action Plan. 

Introduction to the 
Geosense 

Intelligence System 

Alyn Owen  Scrutiny & Challenge: - Officers will offer a practical demonstration of the Geosense 
Data/Intelligence system which has recently been brought in to the Council by the Community 
Regeneration Team.   

15th January 
2019 

Continued 
Development of 

the Town Centre & 
the Night-time 

Economy 

Cllr Geraint 
Thomas /  

Alyn Owen / 
Chris Long / 

Rhian Prosser /  
Paul Lewis / 
Ryan Evans 

Scrutiny & Challenge: -  Following the Scrutiny Committee meeting held on 17th April 2018; 
Committee Members requested officers return to provide Members with an update including the 
further development of the Town Centre Master Plan and the night-time economy.   Members will 
also receive an update on Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) to date along with early 
indicators of the outcomes noted.  

(As the Crime & 
Disorder 

Committee) 
 

Substance Misuse – 
Drug Litter update 

 

Cllr Geraint 
Thomas /  

Alyn Owen / 
Paul Lewis / 
Ryan Evans 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Following presentation to the Scrutiny Committee on 17/04/18 around the 
issue of substance misuse and drug litter, officers were requested to return with an update on 
progress made.  Elected Members will be given a practical demonstration of the drug litter 
reporting app currently under development; whilst officers will demonstrate how the intelligence 
gathered through this app will impact on the Council’s response rates etc. 
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Welsh National 
Library Standards 

Jane Sellwood / 
John Sellwood 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - The Council has a statutory requirement  The Council has agreed to act as 

the independent assessor for the Welsh National Library Standards annual return.   Committee 

Members are therefore requested to receive a report on the Welsh National Library Standards plus 

supporting documents and to assess this information for factual accuracy. 

 

5th March 
2019 

Destination 
Development – 

Progress Update 
 

Alyn Owen / 
Chris Long / 
Ryan Barry 

Scrutiny & Challenge: -   The Scrutiny Committee will receive an update report on the progress 
made linked to the work undertaken by the Council linked to Destination Development and will 
enable Members to identify progress made against the Destination Management Plan  

Active Travel Alyn Owen / 
Chris Long / 

Cheryl Jones / 
Alyn Evans 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Scrutiny Committee Members will receive an update report on the work 
being undertaken linked to the Active Travel Act and scrutinise the process for the development of 
Active Travel Routes.  This report will include feedback on the findings of both the initial and 
follow-up consultation exercises. 

Air Quality 
Management 
Action Plan – 

Progress Update 

Alyn Owen / 
Steve Peters / 

Susan Gow 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Following the declaration of an Air Quality Management Area around 
Twynyrodyn Road, Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council is required to undertake formal public 
consultation to consider feedback against 3 options.  The Committee are requested to scrutinise 
the consultation process and feedback received from this public consultation and Elected 
Members will further support the development of the required Air Quality Action Plan. 

16th April 2019 

Trading Standards 
and Licensing 

Alyn Owen / 
Paul Lewis / 
Steve Peters 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - A report outlining how the work of this department contributes to public 
health & wellbeing will be delivered to Committee Members.  An update on the practical activities 
to reduce the risks of the public becoming victims to scams; rogue traders etc. will be given, and 
Members will be asked to consider methods of intelligence sharing with Trading 
Standards/Licensing which could support improved outcomes for citizens. 

(As the Crime & 
Disorder 

Committee) 
Cwm Taf 

Community Safety 
Partnership & Plan 
– Progress Update 

Cllr Geraint 
Thomas /  

Alyn Owen / 
Steve Peters / 
Ryan Evans / 

Paul Lewis 

Scrutiny & Challenge: - Following a presentation to the Committee on 17/04/18; Members will 
receive an update on the requirement to develop an Action Plan against the key priorities 
identified following completion of the Cwm Taf Community Safety Needs Assessment.  Elected 
Members will be advised what the findings of the Cwm Taf Strategic Assessment has had in 
practical terms. 
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Additional Items for consideration by Scrutiny Committee 

Date to be 
confirmed 
 

Enterprise & Business Support Alyn Owen / 
Chris Long / 
Ryan Barry / 
Lance 
Whitely 

The Scrutiny Committee will receive a report on the developments associated 
with Enterprise and Business Support including an update on the Orbit Centre; 
the support available for Town Centre Businesses and the Social Enterprise 
Strategy 

Date to be 
confirmed 
 

Review of the Updated Common Housing 
Allocation Policy (Living Merthyr Tydfil) 

and its impact on Citizens 

Alyn Owen / 
Steve 
Peters / 
Julian Pike 

The refocused Common Housing Allocations Policy (Living Merthyr Tydfil) was 
approved by Councillors on 212nd March 2017; with a ‘go live’ data scheduled 
for 3rd April 2018.  Members will be asked to consider a report highlighting the 
initial outcomes linked to the amended Housing Allocation Policy and the 
impact this has had as well as the implementation of the new housing software 
package, CIVICA and its impact in assisting the allocation of social housing in 
accordance with the policy. 


